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Ian Bogost’s perspective on New Media is neutral. As a video game designer he understands 

what sells, but he also sees the flaw in the video game industry. In the “empathy excerpt” he 

describes the differences between video games that give us a power role versus games that a 

character is considered weak.  

 

Nicholas Carr’s perspective on New Media is neutral. In “The Shallows” excerpt, Carr spoke 

about McLuhan’s Understanding Media and how there are skeptics and enthusiasts about both 

sides of new media. In “Is google making us stupid” he speaks about how his way of thinking 

has changed after using the internet for so many years. He used to get immersed in reading but 

finds that has dwindled away. The internet is chipping away at thought and concentration. While 

he is skeptical about what the internet is doing to our minds, he is optimistic that some part of the 

net is beneficial. 

 

Sherry Turkle’s perspective on New Media is pessimistic. Turkle studies technologies of mobile 

connection and the result of a plugged-in life. Through her studies and experience, she noticed 

that people are overly consumed with technologies and lacking in real life connections with real 

live people. She feels as though these digital technologies ultimately divide us.  

 

Neil Postman’s perspective on New Media is pessimistic. He doesn’t believe that television 

serves us in any good way other than as form of entertainment. But television is used broadly as 



a news and informational source and Postman believes those aspects of television do not serve us 

in anyway.  

 

Clay Shirky’s perspective on New Media is optimistic. In this chapter he explains how 

professionalism is somewhat diminishing because of how easy it is to publish things on the web. 

He is not totally against new media, he knows that it is something that can’t be undone. “If 

everyone can do something, it is no longer rare enough to pay for, even if it is vital”.  

 

Marshall McLuhan’s perspective on New Media is neutral. McLuhan believes that the way a  

new media user perceives and reacts to the media will determine the consequences.  

 

Lev Manovich’s perspective on New Media is neutral. He explains five principles of New 

Media. Manovich explains the way that media has developed over time going from print to 

cinema to graphical user interface.  

 

Henry Jenkins’s perspective on New media is optimistic. He believes in a participatory culture 

and the availability of connecting with others.  

	
	


